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ABIDE IN ME AND I IN YOU 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

John 15:1-8 

I Am the True Vine 

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that 

does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, 

that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have 

spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; 

you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 

for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 

away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, 

and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and 

so prove to be my disciples. 

 

 

There is a small town in Northern California 

called Vina. In that small town there is an 

even smaller community made up of twenty 

men. These twenty men are well acquainted 

with vines and branches and fruit. They farm 

a vineyard. They run a winery. They do this 

on land that is not necessarily the best for 

producing wine. Wine grapes like rocky soil and cool nights. But Vina’s warm evenings 

and sandy soil mean that these vines are constantly growing extra leaves.  
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One of the men says he can spend 20 minutes pruning on one row of vines and by the 

time he goes back to the beginning of that row the leaves have already started to 

grow back. So the labor is intense, but the 20 men are determined. They have very 

high standards for their fruit and their wine, which typically sells out. They have very 

high standards for themselves. You see these twenty men are Trappist monks. So, even 

more important to them than their work is the time they devote to God in silence and 

prayer. Seven times a day they pray.  
 

You wonder how they get anything done in their vineyard. But Jesus did give the 

command, “Abide in Me.” There is no other way to abide in Jesus… There is no other 

way to bear the fruit of love, than to pray and read His Word. “Already you are clean,” 

He says to those first disciples, “because of the word I have spoken to you… If you 

abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish,” that is pray for 

whatever you wish, “and it will be done for you.” 

 

Pray and read His Word. Abide in His Word. Here in worship we spend no more than 

five minutes reading His Word. If we devote not much more than that the rest of the 

week, do we abide in Him? Here in worship we spend no more than 15 minutes in 

prayer. If we devote not much more than that the rest of the week, do we abide in 

Him?  

 

This is a hard command: “Abide in Me.” For if we don’t abide in Him, then we are cut 

off. “If anyone does not abide in Me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and 

the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.”  

 

This is a hard command: “Abide in Me.” Because only by abiding in Jesus can we bear 

fruit – the fruit of love.  How often, just in this section of John’s Gospel, does Jesus speak 

of us loving Him and loving others. Just in these few chapters, from John 13 to 17, 

twelve times Jesus talks about us either loving Him or loving one another.  
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But as important as this fruit is, of loving Him and loving others, as important as it is to 

remember that we live in community, that you and I are branches together within the 

church…  as important as it is to remember that we live in community in the city, 

drinking the same city water and breathing the same urban air as our neighbors… as 

important as it is to love the Vine and the branches, to love Jesus and our brothers and 

sisters, and to treat our neighbors as though they were our brothers and sisters, we can 

do this only as we abide in Jesus. Only by abiding in Jesus in prayer and His Word can 

we bear the fruit of love. 

 

This command is hard, because we have standards. The brothers who live and work 

and pray together in that vineyard in Vina, California – they have standards for their 

fruit. They have high standards. But those standards are still their own. They decide 

whether or not the fruit on their grape vines is good enough. 

 

We tend to do the same. We assess our own fruit. We have our own standards. We 

tend to decide for ourselves whether our love is good enough. We tend to measure 

our own love against that of the people we hear about in the news. What do we talk 

about when we are together? Why do men around the lunch table or women around 

a cup of coffee talk about what horrible people they’ve heard about in the news? 

One reason is that at such moments we feel so much better about ourselves. At that 

moment we can honestly say, “Such things do not occur in my life.” We tend to 

measure our own love against the weaknesses and failings and sins of others. So, our 

consciences are not burdened. If our consciences were burdened we would be 

driven to our knees in prayer and driven back to His Word. If prayer feels like a burden, 

a duty, if reading the Bible is like an obligation, feels like an intrusion into our schedule, 

maybe it’s because we’ve been measuring ourselves against the weak and the 

sinners of our world, instead of measuring our love against God’s love, against His 

standard.   

 

This is a hard command: “Abide in Me.” But the God who loves gives it!  The God who 

loves us! Jesus desires to abide in us, like a vine among its branches. He desires to 

abide within our community as the One who gives us life and who binds us to one 

another in love. Here in verse four He speaks these mysterious words: “Abide in Me, 
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and I in you.” He doesn’t say, “Abide in Me, and then I will abide in you.” He says 

literally, “Abide in Me, and I in you.” He commands us to abide in Him, and then He 

expects Himself to do the same with us. Which is essentially a promise. A promise He 

makes that matches up with things He says in other places in His Word: “I will not leave 

you, nor forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6) I promise to abide in you. 

 

Yes, the command to abide in Jesus is a hard command, but it is a command given 

by the One who promises to abide in us no matter what happens. The True Vine saw 

that we could bear no fruit but the bitter fruit that leads to death, because we were 

cut off.  

 

Ever since the Garden of Eden we have been like branches cut off from the tree of 

life. Ready for the fire that is never quenched. God came to our rescue because He 

loved us. He came to our rescue with the same love with which He created us human 

beings. In Jesus, God grafted Himself to us dead branches. He joined Himself to our 

humanity. So, He would taste our bitter fruit of suffering and death. The living Vine 

grafted to our dead tree. Nailed to our dead tree. O sweet, tender fruit of Your blood 

joined to our bitter fruit of pride and complacency. That causes Your life to flow 

through us dead branches to bear fruit of loving you and one another. 

 

Here is real news! The news as it was meant to be. Good news! News so good that we 

should never have imagined it! News that would stagger us, that would bring us to our 

knees for such unbelievably good news! News that God has sent His Son to us to drink 

our same water and breathe our same air and is inviting us to share in an unspeakable 

joy! Now, His Good News is quiet and still compared to the loud voices of this world on 

the radio and in the headlines and online. Nonetheless, His Good News has power to 

turn prayer from a burdensome duty into a joyful conversation with Jesus and has 

power to turn Bible reading from an intrusion into breathing in the fresh air of eternity. 

Yes, “Abide in Me” is a hard command. Until the love of Jesus, the Good News of Jesus 

causes us to hear His command as the dearest of invitations, because His command 

to you comes with a promise. “Abide in Me, and I in you.” 

 

Amen 

  


